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> HE DOCTOR. VOL.IV. 
yy CHAPTER CXXI. 


in it appears that Sancho’s physician at Barataria 
© geted according to precedents and prescribed laws. 


Bat the practice both of medicine and of surgery, 
might be the religion of the practitioner, was 
Wnorious to suspicions fur which the manners of an- 
Mesitp, of the dark ages, and of every corrupted society, 
ve but too much cause. It was a power that could be 
for evil as wel as for good. 
of the most detestable acts recorded in ancient 
is that of the Syrian usurper Tryphon, who, 
thought it expedient to make away with young 
thus, the heir to the kingdom, delivered him into 
con’s hands to be cut for the stone, that he might 
i that manner be put to death. It is a disgraceful 
| that the most ancient operation known to have been 
in surgery, is that abominable one which to the 
ach of the civil and ecclesiastical authorities is still 
lised in Italy. 

= Physicians were not supposed to be more scrupulous 
1a The most famous and learned Doctor 
bristopher Wirtzung, whose General Practice of Physic 
translated from German into English at the latter 
ind of Queen Elizabeth's reign by his countryman Jacob 
np, doctor in the same faculty, has this remarkable 

s in his work :-— 
» “Ancient physicians were wont to have an old pro- 
arb, and to say that venom is so proud that it dwelleth 
ly in gold and silver; whereby they meant that 
personages that eat and drink out of gold aud sil- 
bt, are in greater dunger to be poisoned than the com- 
Mmon people that do eat and drink out of earthen dishes.” 
Phristopher Wirtzung might have quoted Juvenal here ; 
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¥ Nalla aconita bibuntur 
©’ Fictilibus. Tune illa time, cum pocula sumes 
I, > Gemmata, et late Sctinum ardebit in auro. 


Wherefore,” proceeds the German doctor, “ must such 
hi, personages that are afraid to be poisoned, diligently 
tak of the meat and drink that they eat, and that 
pare drest of divers things. Also they must not take 
much of all sweet, salt, and sour drinks; and they 
Rust not eat too eagerly, nor too hastily; and they must 
tall times have great regard of the first taste of their 
and drink. But the most surest way is, that be- 
fe the mealtide he take somewhat that may resist 
l, #8 figs, rue, or nuts, each by himself, or tem. 
together. The citrons, rape-seed, nepe, or any of 
that are described before, the weight of a drachm 
with wine, now one and then anvther, is very 
commended. Sometimes also two figs with a little 
then again mithridate or treacle, and such like more 
lay be used before the mealtide.” 
“It is a matter of much difficulty,” says Ambrose 
ré, “to avoid poisons, because such as at this time 
e them are so thoroughly prepared for deceit and 
if, that they will deceive even the most wary and 
ighted ; for they so qualify the ingrate taste and 
the admixture of sweet and well-smelling things, 
Hey cannot casily be perceived even by the skilful. 
smereiore, such as fear poisoning ought to take heed of 
Meats cooked with much art, very swect, salt, sour, or 
endued with any other taste. And when they 
re 0} with hanger or thirst, they must not cat nor 
MK too greedily, but have a diligent regard to the 
No. 10—parr 1..—marcu 6, 1838. 
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facer :—What the physicizns of a king ought to be, and 





taste of such things as they eat or drink. Besides, be- 
fore meat Jet them take such things as may weaken the 
strength of the poisons, such as is the fat broth of good 
nourishing flesh-meats. In the morning let them arm 
themselves with treacle or mithridate, and conserve of 
roses, or the leaves of rue, a walnut and dry figs: besides 
let him presently drink a little draught of muscadine, or 
some other good wine.” 

How frequent the crime of poisoning had become in 
the dark ages appears by the old laws of almost every 
European people, in some of which indeed its frequency, 
“ prohk dolor,” is alleged as a reason for enacting statutes 
against it. And whilst in the empire the capital sen- 
tence might be compounded for, like other cases of ho- 
micide, by a stated compensation to the representatives 
of the deceased, no such redemption was allowed among 
the Wisi-Goths; but the pvisoner, whether freeman or 
slave, was to suffer the most ignominious death. In the 
lower ranks of life men were thought to be in most dan. 
ger of being thus made away with by their wives; in the 
higher, by their physicians and their cooks. 

here are two curious sections upon this subject in 
the laws of Alphonso the Wise, the one entitled Quéles 
deben ser los fisicos del Rey, et qué es lo que deben 


what it is they ought to de: the other, Quales deben ser 
los oficiales del Rey que le han de servir en su comer et 
en su beber :—What the officers of a king ought to be 
who minister to him at his eating and at his drinking. 
“ Physic,” says the royal author, “according as the 
wise ancients have shown, is as much as to say the 
knowledge of understanding things according to nature, 
what they are in themselves, and what effect each pro- 
duces upon otlier things; and therefore they who under- 
stand this well, can do much good, and remove many 
evils; especially by preserving life and keeping men in 
health, averting from them the infirmities whereby they 
suffer great misery, or-are brought to death. And they 
who do this are called physicians, who not only must 
endeavour to deliver men from their maladies, but also 
to preserve their health in such manner that they may , 
not become sick; wherefore it is necessary that those 
whom the king has with him should be right good. And 
as Aristotle said to Alexander, four things are required 
in them,—first, that they should be knowing in their 
art; secondly, that they should be well approved in it; 
thirdly, that they should be skilled in the cases which 
may occur; fourthly, that they should be right loyal 
and trae. For if they are not knowing in their art, 
they will not know how to distinguish diseases; and if 
they are not well approved in it, they will not be able 
to give such certain advice, which is a thing from 
whence great hurt arises; and if they ate not skilful, 
they will not be able to act in cases of great danger 
when such may happen; and if they are not loyal, they 
can commit greater treasons than other men, because 
they can commit them covertly. And when the king 
shall have physicians in whom these four aforesaid things 
are found, and who use them well, he ought to do them 
much honour and much good ; and if peradventure they 
should act otherwise knowingly, they commit known 
treason, and deserve such punishméat as men who 
ireacherously kill others that have confided in them. 
“Regiment also in eating and drinking is a thing 
without which the body cannot be maintained, und there- 
fore the officers who have to minister to the king or 
others, have no less pluce than those of whom we have 
spoken above, as to the preservation of his life and his 
health. For albeit the physicians shoald do all their 
endeavours to preserve him, they will not be able to do 











it if he who prepares his food for him should not choose 
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to take the same care; we say the same also of those 
who serve him with bread, and wine, and fruit, and all 
other things of which he has to eat or drink. And 
according as Aristotle said to Alexander, in these officers 
seven things are required: first, that they be t— 
lineage, for if ne | be, they will always take of 
doing things which would be ill for them; secundly, 
that they be loyal, for if they be not so, great da 
might come te the king from them ; thirdly, that 

be skilful, so that they may know how to do those things 
well which appertain to their offices ; fourthly, that they 
be of good understanding, so that they may know how 
to comprehend the which the king may do them, 
and that they be not puffed up, nor become insoleut be- 
cause of their good fortune; fifthly, that they be nat 
over covetous, for great covetousness is the root of ail 
evil; sixthly, that they be not envious in evil envy, lest 
if they should be, they might haply be moved thereby 
to commit some wrong; seventhly, that they be not 
much given to anger, for it is a thing which makes a 
man beside himself, and this is unseemly in those whe 
hold such offices. And also, besides all those things 
which we have specified, it behoveth them tly that 
they be debonair and clean, so that what they have to 
prepare for the king, whether to eat or drink, may be 
well prepared ; and that they serve it to him cleanlily, 
for if it be clean he will be pleased with it, and if it be 
well prepared he will savour it the better, and it will do 
him the more good. And when the king shall have 
such men as these in these cffices, he ought to luve them, 
and to do them good and honour; and if peradventure 
he should find that any one offends in not doing his office 
loyally, so that burt might come thereof to the person 
of the king, he ought to punish him both in his body and 
in his goods, as a man who doth one of the greatest trea- 
sons that can be.” 

The fear in which the princes of more barbarous states 
lived in those ages is no where so fally declared as in 
the palace-laws compiled by that king of Majorca who 
was slain at the battle of Cressy, from which laws those 
of his kinsman Pedro the Ceremonious, of Arragon, who 
drove him from his kingdom, were chiefly taken. His 
butler, his under batler, his major domo, and his cooks 
were to swear fealty and homage, “quia tam propter ne- 
fandissimam infidelitatem aliquorum ministrorum, quam 
ipsorum negligentiam, que est totius boni inimica, qua 
ministrante omittuntur precavenda, audivimus pluries 
tam regibus quam aliis principibas maxima pericala eve- 
nisse, quod est plus quam summe abhorrendum.” No 
stranger might approach the place where any food for 
the king’s table was prepared or kept; and all the cooks, 
purveyors and sub-purveyors, and the major domo, and 
the chamberlain, were to taste of every dish which was 
served up.to him. The noble who ministered to him 
when he washed at table was to taste the water, and 
the barber who washed his head was to do the like; for 
great as the king was, being mindful that he was still 
but a man, he acknowledged it necessary that he should 
have a barber, “ pro humanis necessitatibus, quibus na- 
tura hominum quantaeanque fretum potentia- nullum 
fecit expertem, etiam nos barbitonsoram officio indige- 
mus.” His tailor was to work in a place where no sus- 
picious people could have access; and whatever linen 
was used for his bed or board, or more especially for his 
apparel, was to be washed in a sceret , and by none 
but known persons, The chief physician was to taste 
all the medicines that he administered. Every m 
he was to inspect the royal urinal, and if he perceived 
any thing amiss, prescribe a He was to attend 


at table, caution the king against Leona of any thi 
that might prove hurtful’ and if, not thetanding ail 
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ions, poison should be administered, he was to 

ve his remedies at hand. 
By the Chinese laws, if either the superintending or 
dispensing officer, or the cook, introduces into the em- 
"s kitchen any unusual drug or article of food, he 
is to be punished with an hundred blows, and compelled 
to swallow the same. 
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CHAPTER CXXII. 


A chapter wherein students in surgery may find some 
facts which were new to them in the history of their own 
profession. 

If I have more to spin 
The wheel shall go. Herserr. 

Another reproach to which the medical profession 
was exposed, arose from the preparatory studies which 
it required. The natural but unreficcting sentiment of 
horror with which anatomy is every where regarded by 
the populace, was unfortunately sanctioned by the high- 
est authorities of the Roman church. Absolutely ne- 
cessary for the general good as that branch of science 
indisputably is, it was reprobated by some of the fathers 
in the strongest and most unqualified terms; they call- 
ed it butchering the bodies of the dead; and all persons 
who should disinter a corpso for this purpose, were ex- 
communicated bya decree of Boniface VIII., wherein 
the science itself was pronounced abominable both in 
the eyes of God aad man. In addition to this cause of 
obloquy, there was a notion that cruel experiments, such 
ag are now made upon animals, and too often unncces- 
sarily, and therefore wickedly, repeated, were sometimes 
performed upon living men. The Egyptian physician 
who is believed first to have taught that the nerves are 
the organs of sensation, is said to have made the dis- 
covery by dissecting criminals alive. The fact is not 
merely stated by Celsus, but justified by him. Deducing 
its justification as a consequence from the not-to-be-dis- 
puted assertion “cum in interioribus partibus et dolores, 
et morborum varia genera nascantur, neminem his ad- 
hibere posse remedia, que ipse ignoret :—necessarium 
ergo esse,” he proceeds to say, “incidere corpora mortao- 
rum, corumque viscera atque intestina scrutari. Longe- 
que oplime fecisse Herophilum et Frasistratum, qui no- 
centes homines a regibus ex curcere acceptos, vivos 
incideriat ; considerarintque, eliam spiritu manente, ea 
que natura antea clausisset, eorumGue posituram, colo- 
rem, figaram, magnitudinem, ordinem, duritiem, molli- 
tiem, levorem, contactum ; processus deinde singulorum 
et recessus; et sive quid inseritur alieri, sive quid par- 
tem alterius in se recipit.” As late as the sixteenth cen- 
tury surgeons were wont to beg (as it was called) con- 
demned mulefactors, whom they professed to put to death 
in their own way, by opium, before they opened them. 
Tt might well be suspected that these disciples of Celsus 
were not more scrupulous than their master; and they 
who thus took upon themselves the business of an exe. 
eutioner, had no reason to complain if they shared in 
the reproach attached to his infamous office. 

A French author,* of the sixteenth century, says that 
the physicians at Montpelier, which was then a great 
school of medicine, had every year two criminals, the 
one living, the other dead, delivered to them fur dissec- 
tion. He relates that on one occasion they tried what 
effeet the mere expectation of death would produce upon 
a subject in perfect health, and in order to this experi- 
ment they told the gentleman (for such was his rank) 
who was placed at their discretion, that, as the easiest 
mode of taking away his life, they weuld employ the 
means which Seneca had chosen for himself, and would 
therefore open his veins in warm water. Accordingly 
they covered his face, pinched his feet without lancing 
them, and set them in a foot. bath, and then spoke to each 
other as if they saw that the bloud were flowing freely 
and life departing with it. The man remained motion- 
less, and when after a while they uncovered his face, 
they found him dead. 

It would be weakness or folly to deny that dangerous 
experiments for the promotion of medical or surgical 
practice may, without breach of any moral law, or any 
compunctious feeling, be tried upon criminals whose 
lives are justly forfeited. The laureate has somewhere 
in his farraginous notes de omnibus rebus et quibusdam 
aliis, produced a story of certain Polish physicians who 
abtained pormiesion to put on the head of a criminal as 
soon as it had been cut off, and an assurance of his par- 
don if they should succeed in reuniting it, There is 
nothing to be objected to such an experiment, except its 
utter unreasonableness. 

When it was necessary that what was at that time a 
most difficult and dangerous surgical operation should 
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be performed upon Louis XIV, enquiry was made for 
men afflicted with the same disease, they were conveyed 
to the house of the ininister Louvois, and thefe, in pre- 
sence of the king's physician Fagon, Felix the chief 
surgeon operated upon them. Most of these patients 
died ; they were interred by night, but notwithstanding 
all precautiuns it was observed that dead bodies were 
secretly carried from that house, and rumours got 
abroad that a conspiracy had been discovered, that sus- 
pected persons had been brought before the minister, 
and had either died under the question or been made 
away with by poison under his roof. The motive for 
this secresy was that the king might be saved from that 
anxiety which the knowledge of what was going on 
must have excited in him. In consequence of these ex- 
periments Felix invented new instruments, which he 
tried at the Hotel des Invalides,and when he had suc- 
cecded with them the result was communicated to the 
king, who submitted to the operation with characteristic 
fortitude. The surgeon perfurmed it firmly and suc- 
cessfully ; but the agitation, which he had long struggled 
against and suppressed, produced then a general tre- 
mour from which he never recovered. The next day, in 
bleeding one of his own friends, he maimed him for life. 
This was a case in which the most conscientious 
practitioner would have felt no misgiving; there was no 
intentional sacrifice of life, or infliction of unnecessary 
suffering. So, too, when inoculation for the small.pox 
was introduced into this country; some condemned cri- 
minals gladly consented to be inoculated instead of 
hanged, and saved their lives by the exchange. 
It is within the memory of some old members of the 
profession, that a man was sentenced to death at the 
Old Bailey, who had a wen upon his throat weighing 
between thirty and forty pounds. To hang him was im- 
possible without circumstances of such revolting cruelty 
as would, even at that time, have provoked a general 
outery of indignation., The case found its way from 
the lawyers to the surgeons; the latter obtained his par- 
don, and took off the tumour. John Hunter was the 
operator; the man, his offence not having been of a very 
heinous kind, though the indiscriminating laws made it 
at that time capital, was taken into his service, and 
used to show his own wen in his master’s museum ; it 
was the largest from which any person had ever been 
relieved. The fate of the poor Chinese, who underwent 
a similar operation in London with a different result, is 
fresh in remembrance aad will long be remembered. 
The operation was made a public exhibition for medical 
students, instead of being performed with all cireum- 
stances that could tend to soothe the patient; and to the 
consequent heat of a crowded room, and partly, perhaps, 
to the excitement which such an bl ioned 
in the object of their curiosity, the fatal termination was 
with too much probability imputed. We muy be sure 
that no such hazardous operation will ever again be per- 
formed in this country in the same public manner. 
The remarks which were called forth on that occasion 
are proofs of the great improvement in general feeling 
upon such points, that has taken place in modern times. 
In the reign of Louis XI. a franc-archer of Meudon was 
condemned to be hanged for robbery and sacrilege; he 
appealed to the court of parliament, but that court cun- 
firmed the sentence, and rem :nded him to the provost 
of Paris for execution. ‘The appeal, however, seems to 
have brought the man into notice, and as he happened 
to afford a surgical case as well as a criminal one, the 
surgeons and physicians of the French capital petitioned 
the king for leave to operate upon him. They repre- 
sented that many persons were afflicted with the stone 
and other internal disorders; that the ease of this cri- 
minal resembled that of the Sieur de Bouchage, who 
was then lying dangerously ill; it was much to be de- 
sired for his suke that the inside of a living man should 
be inspected, aud no better subject could have occurred 
than this franc-archer who was under sentence of death. 
This application was made at the instance of Germaine 
Colet, a practitioner who had learned his art under one 
of the Norsini, a Milanese family of ignerant surgeons, 
celebrated during several generations for their skill in 
lithotomy. Whether the criminal had his option of be. 
ing hanged, or opened alive, is not stated; but Mons. 
trelct, by whom the fact is recorded, says that permis. 
sion was granted, that the surgeons and physicians 
opened him, inspected his bowels, replaced them, and 





him by the king’s orders, that in the course of fifteen 
days he was perfectly cured, and that he was not onl 
pardoned, but had a sum of money given him. To su 

means were the members of this profession driven, be- 
cause anatomy was virtually if not formally prohibited. 





Montgomery. It is stated by: most 
splinter from 
‘visomtnd pierced his eye 
“probably was present, an 
means of information, shows that thie is; me 
erroneous statement. He says that when the 
broken his spear upon the king, instead of ime 
throwing away the truncheon, as he , 
he rode on holding it couched ; the ec 
it struck the king’s visor, forced it up, 
eye. 


then sewed him up; that the utmost care was taken of 


A much worse example occurred when the French 
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His words are these; “ Ayans 
leureusement couru et rompu d’une 
adresse leurs lances, ce mal-habile 
selon l’ordinaire coustume, le trousse qui de 
main la lance rompue; mais le porta tousjour 
courant, rencontra la teste da roi, da ue} il Ane 
dedans {a visiere qui le coup huulsa, et 7 
The accuracy of this account happens to iy 
importance, because the course which 
geons pursued in consequence illustrates the 
surgery at that time, and of manners and duws 
with the hope of ascertaining in whiat dis 
broken truncheon had entered the ‘and 
might best proceed to extract the splinters J 
the heads of four criminals, and drove broken4 
into them, as nearly as they could judge atithay 
clination, and then opened the heads. Byts 
lessons, five or six of the most exper: surgeons 
were as much at a loss as before, XS 
It was well that there were criminalé ey 
occasion, otherwise, perhaps, in the then te 
Fren¢h court, the first Huguenots who 
might have been made to serve the tara, 
well for the subjects that it was not thought 
to practise upon them alive; for no scruples 
been entertained upon the score of f 
Philip Von Haten, whom the Spanish 
de Utre, made his expedition from Vi 
of the Omeguas, an Indian wounded him 
under the right arm, through the ribs, Om 
Montes, who was neither surgeon nor physign 
took to treat the wound, because there vas | 
in the party better qualified to attempt 
to be sacrificed for his instruction, and 
friendly cacique placed the oldest Indian inj 
at his disposal. This poor creature was df 
Huten's coat of mail (sayo 0 escaulpil) and set) 
back; Montes then ran a spear into him tht 
hole in this armour, after which he opened. 
found that the integuments of the heart by 
touched, this being what he wished to ascert 
Indian died ; but Von Huten’s wound was 
cleansed in full reliance upon the knowk 
tained, and he recovered. 
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Books.—We took occasion two 
to point out the fact, that of the vast 
city of books which are issued in? 
publishing mart, London, very few im 
adapted to republication, a great portion 
being scarcely of sufficient interest t6 
instruct even a tyro in literaturé. 
causes tend tv the promulgation of b 
it has been asserted that not one tf 
successful, that is, pay the cost of pi 
and really we do not wonder at 
they are put together by unskilful hat 
dilution of matter is one of the 
so many people cease to be readers; @ 
work comes recommended by the | 
press, and the purchaser being nine) 
ten, at least, disappointed, he ¢ 
conclusion that books are poor thing 
a change has come over him, and @ 
older he thinks that literature ha 
charm. When he was young, a kind 
friend pointed out those works caltt 
make a vivid impression and delight 
but he has ovtlived or outread his m 
taking to a course of his own, he fin 
and unprofitable. We have befe 
the opinion that “ Waldie” made n 
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than any process heretofore invented 
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"4 + all-the works it contains are, at least, 


Se 


tving lately turned over a great number of 
“London books to see if we had skipped any 
arsed “worthy a place” in this periodical, 
ask us that we might still further illus- 
i out position by briefly noticing a few. 
ve first shall be 
"eA Country Curate’s Autobiography ; or 
Loss Of a Life without a living.” Here is 
Mille sufficiently attractive; we had little 
subs it was to prove a Waldie book, but soon 
saad it discursive, fragmentary, diffuse, and 
je; it is made the vehicle for sickly senti- 
int, dry theological controversy, and lectures 
S the best mode of reading the church service, 
gides some episodical accounts of a tour in 
j, and the hardships of an Irish rector. 
Nhe hero is the son of a country solicitor, 
sich a Jarge family and a small income. Being 
Sasidered the bright one of his race, he is 
i for the church and sent to college, 
ere a partial failure of taking a degree with- 
ent honours causes a coolness between him and 
iis family. He then relates two love adven- 
es, procures ordination and an engagement 
is curate at a pitiful salary, marries, opens a 
Hee house with a view to taking pupils; but 
plan does not succeed, and he suffers the 
; distresses of poor gentlemen, including 
Seid debts and an increasing family. This may 
ail be true, but the author wants skill to render 
them interesting in the telling, and to compress 
m within reasonable space, whilst he seems 
cient in that all important power of investing 
Nveuts or characters with life-like spirit. The 
Work is eminently a failure ; a well titled book 
for sale. 
© * The Continent in 1835, by John Hoppus, 
Professor of Mental Philosophy and Logic in 
bihe University of London.” A title like this is 
psure to altract attention; mental philosophy 
logic should qualify a man to describe the 
Continent well ; but the title is a strange mis- 
F nomer. ‘The professor, so far from having ex- 
amined the Continent, simply made a tour 
prong? those parts of Belgium, Switzerland, 
_and France, which repeated descriptions have 
» tendered as familiar as the omnibus route up 
~and down Chesnut street, or the ride to the 
8 
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Philadelphia water-works. The training of the 
professor has enabled him to turn out a couple 
Sof volumes of solid commonplace, which de- 
2 somewhat of character from the pursuits 
pot the writer. Every thing smacks of the 
-room : the world is addressed like a par- 
peel of great grown-up boys, who know nothing 
Ethe subject in hand, and must therefore be 
feted, as it were, on food “ plentiful, plain, 
a i wholesome.” No kickshaws are admitted; 
b professor never descends to a joke ; and 
pRovelty is so completely eschewed, that a per- 
| on of average reading will not catch a new 
Mmage. As an excuse for his attempting to hop 
» Mover the continent, he resorts to the hack- 
feyed phrase «request of friends,” which al- 
Pways discourages, just as a lecturer does when 
ih fefers to “Greece and Rome,” when these 
Class al places have nothing to do with the 
sfopie in hand. So much and enough for an- 
/eMer “ guinea and a half.” 
> Then we have « Vandeleur, or Animal Mag- 
Metis: a novel in three volumes, at the guinea 
j Samp, and which has been republished here, 
p Mader the impression, doubtless, that the stu- 


pendous hoax of animal magnetism being rife, 
“the title would sell it;”” we hope to learn what 
we believe is the fact, that it was a false calcu- 
lation on the credulity of that supposed auto- 
maton, the reading public. The desire of find- 
ing a new subject has led some fledgeling author 
astray ; the old quackery of animal magnetism 
is made to produce an unnatural incident ; the 
second lady of Vandeleur's choice is entrapped 
by a foreign impostor, and invited clandestinely 
over to England to restore an idiot brother to 
reason by the employment of magnetism. The 
boy dies under the process, and the heroine 
falls.a prey to the fiend in human form, who 
persuades her that she was her brother’s mur- 
deress—bears her off in the confusion caused 
by his sudden death, and enforces upon her a 
marriage, in a scene which finds an echo in it 
of some of the terrors of Clarissa Harlowe. But 
we will go no further with Vandeleur. 


“ Beauties of the Country, by Thomas Miller, 
Basket-maker.” England has always some pet 
poet or author in humble life, whom it is the 
pleasure of her periodicals to honour. All may 
call to mind some instance of this kind, whether 
it be Bloomfield, Hannah More’s troublesome 
milkmaid verse maker, Southey’s more recent 
pet, or Thomas Miller, basket-maker, author of 
* A Day in the Woods,” and the “ Beauties of 
the Country.” Both books are surprising as 
coming from the pen of a man who weaves 
osiers for his bread ; they are, too, better, much 
better, than the books we have been examining, 
but so extensively illustrated by quotations, 
that the latter especially must be considered 
rather as a compilation than an original work. 
Mr. Miller possesses a fine taste; we may as 
well make room for the following vivid de- 


scription of spring, whose approach all are now 
standing ready to hail :— 


“ Spring is come at last! There is a primrose colour 
on the sky—there is a voice of singing in the woods, 
and a smell of flowers in the green lanes. Call her fickle 
April if you choose—I have always found her constant 
as an attentive gardener. Who would wish to see her 
slumbering away in sunshine, when the daisies are open- 
ing their pearly mouths for showers? Her very cun- 
stancy is visible in her changes: if she veils her head 
for a time, or retires, it is but to return with new proofs 
of her faithfulness, to make herself more loveable, to put 
on an attire of richer green, or deck her young brows 
with more beautiful blossoms. Call her not fickle, but 
modest—an abashed maiden, whose love is as faithful as 
the flaunting May, or passionate June. Robed in green, 
with the tint of appie-blussoms upon her cheek, holding 
in her hands primroses and vivlets, she stands beneath 
the budding hawthorn, her young eyes fixed upon the 
tender grass, or glancing sideways at the daisies, as if 
afraid of looking upon the sun, of whom she is enamour- 
ed. Day after day she wears some additional charm ; 
and the sky-god bends down his golden eyes in delight 
at her beauty; and if he withdraws his shining counte- 
nance, she is all tears, weeping in an April shower for 
his loss.. Fickle sun! he, too, soon forgets the tender 
maiden, robed in her simple robes, and decorated with 
tender buds, and, like a rake, hurries over his blue path. 
way, and pines for the full-bosomed May, or the volup- 
tuous June, forgetting April, and her sighs and tears. 
Oh! how delightful is it. now to wander forth into the 
sweet-smelling fields; to set one’s foot upon nine daisies, 
a sure test that spring is come; to see meadows lighted 
with the white flowers; to watch the skyiark winging 
his way to his blue temple in the skies, 

* Singing above, a voice of light ;’ 

to hear the blackbird’s mellow flute-like voice ringing 
from some distant covert, among the young beauties of 
the wood, who are robing themselves for the masque of 
summer ! . All these are sights and sounds calculated to 
elevate the heart above its puny cares and trifling sor- 
rows, and to throw around it a repose calm and spirit- 
like as the scene whose beauty hushed its heavin 





There is an invisible churd—a golden link of love, be. 





tween our souls and nature; it is no separate thing—no 
distinguished object, but a yearning towards the universal 
whole. We love the blue sky, the rolling river, the beau- 
tiful flowers, and the n earth; we are 
with the old hills and the 


Siig vale Te the unseen wi gurgling brook, 
as it babbles along, carries with it a melody of other 
years—the tones of our pluyfellows, the gentle voice of 
a lost mother, or the echo of a sweet tongue that scarcely 
dared to murmur its love. Who is there that is not a 
worshipper of nature? Look at the parties who emer, 
from the breathless alleys of the metropolis, when t 
trees have put on their suunmer clothing !—listen to their 
merry laughter floating over the wide fields from be- 
neath the broad oak where they are seated: the cares, 
and the vexations, and the busy calculations of this 
work-a-day world are forgotten, and they lovsen their 
long-chained minds, and set them free to dally with the 
waving flowers. They join in chorus with the birds, 
and the trees, and the free streams; aad, sending their 
songs after the merry breeze, triumph o’er pain and 
care.” 

One of the attractions of the basket-maker’s 
volume is that it possesses a series of as fine 
wood engravings as has ever been executed. 

We shall pursue our notices of new London 
books as space affords opportunity. 

Athenian Institute Lectures.—The lectures 
of the Athenian Jnstitute will hereafter be de- 
livered in the saloon of the Musical Fund, com- 
mencing this (Tuesday) evening; the subject 
to-night is the Life and Opinions of Socrates, 
by the Rev. G. W. Bethune, whose eloquent 
sermons have attracted such large audiences of 
late. The ensuing lecture will be by David 
Paul Brown, Esq., on the Life and Characteris- 
tics of Shakspeare. He will be succeeded by 
Nicholas Biddle, Esq., Job. R. Tyson, Esq., 
R. T. Conrad, Esq., Professors Rogers, Mit- 
chell, and Read, Dr. R. M. Bird, Judge Ho 
kinson, and R. M. Walsh, Esq., the whole 
forming a brilliant course exclusively by Phila- 
delphians. We have understeod that four dol- 
lars has been offered for ladies” tickets which 
originally cost but one dollar, when, too, the 
course was nearly half over; a degree of suc- 
cess which those who commenced the Institute 
had no expectation of. The tickets of next 
winter, when the number will be strictly limit- 
ed to the accommodations, will doubtless be all 
immediately sold, and many who this year were 
late in their application, will be early on the 
watch. It has been computed that at least 
seven hundred persons were disappointed in 
getting tickets to the present course. 

Reviewing.—It is officially announced that 
a union has taken place between the American 
Quarterly and the New York Review. The 
work will be published on the first of April, 
and regularly every quarter thereafter. We wish 
it success. 

The Museum.—Mr. Littell has issued the 
two last numbers with extra punctuality; we 
have found them on our table before the end of 
each month; the publication deserves patron- 
age. 

History of Music.—Our next book for publi- 
cation will be an admirable history of music, 
by Mr. Hogarth, filled with entertaining anec- 
dotes of all the great composers and performers. 
A more succinct and entertaining volume on 
the subject does not exist. 

A Voyage Round the World.—Dr. Ruscien- 
berger’s new book has been published, as we 
announced it would be, by Carey, Lea & Blan- 
chard, in a fair style of typography. 

Ethel Churchill has been in such great de- 
mand that Messrs. Carey, Lea & Blanchard 
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have already issued a second edition. It will 
be concluded in the Library week after next. 


Tar Reason Way.—A youth asked permission of his 
mother to go toa ball. She told him it was a bad place 
for little boys. “Why, mother, didn’t you and my father 
use to go to balls when you were young?" “ Yes, but 
we have seen the folly of it,” said the mother. “ Well, 
mother,” exclaimed the son, “ I want to see the folly of 
it too!” 


From Mary Howitt's Christmas Library. 
BUTTERCUPS AND DAISIES. 
Buttercups and daisies— 
Oh, the pretty flowers! 
Coming ere the spring-time, 
To tell of sunny hours. 
While the trees are leafless, 
While the fields are bare, 
Battercups and daisies 
Spring up here and there. 


Ere the snow-drop pecpeth, 
Ere the crocus bold, 
Ere the early primrese 
Opes its pal Id, 
Pita recto aan bank 
Buttercups are bright ; 
Somewhere *mong the frozen grass 
Peeps the daisy white. 


Little hardy flowers, 
Like to children poor 
Playing in their sturdy health 
By their mother's door : 
Purple with the north wind, 
Yet alert and bold; 
Fearing not and caring not, 
Though they be a-cold. 


What to them is weather! 
What are stormy showers! 
Buttercups and daisies 
Are these human flowers! 
He wlio gave them hardship 
And a life of care, 
Gave them likewise hardy strength, 
And patient hearts, to bear. 


Welcome, yellow buttercups, 
Welcome, daisies white, 
Ye are in my spirit 
Visioned, a delight! 
Coming cre the spring.time, 
Of sunny hours to tell— 
Speaking to our hearts of Him 
Who doeth all things well. 


—— 
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History of the Reign of Ferdinand and Isabella the 
Catholic, by William [J. Prescott. 3 superb 8vo vols., 
with plates. Boston: American Stationers’ Company. 

A Voyage Round the World, including an Embassy 
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The Principles of Political Economy, by Henry Ve- 
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Philadelphia. 
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The Divorced, a novel, by Lady Charlotte Bury, au- 
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Letters on the Early History of the Presbyterian 
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M. Laird, by Irving Spence, Esq., of Snowhill, Mary- 
land, with a Sketch of the Life of the Author, and a 
Selection from his Religious Writings. 12mo. Phila- 
delphia: Henry Perkins. 

A History of the French Revolution, by Thomas Car- 
lyle. 2 vols. 12mo. Buston: C. C, Little & Co. 

The Discussions on the Character, Education, Prero. 
gative, and Moral Influence of Women. 

Boylston’s Prize Dissertations for the year 1836 and 
1837, by O. W. Holmes. 

Notes on the Epistles to the Corinthians, by Rev. Al- 
bert Barnes. 1 vol. 12mo. New York: Leavitt, Lord 
& Co. 

Researches and Missionary Labours, by the Rev. Jo- 
seph Wolff. 1 vol. 12mo. Philadelphia: Orrin Rogers. 

A Manual of Prayer, by Rev. A. Barnes. 1 vol. 12mo. 
Philadelphia: Henry Perkins. 

The Oedipus Tyrannus, by J. W. Stuart. 1 vol. 12mo. 
New York: Gould & Newman. 

The Music of Nature, by Mr. Gardner. 1 vol. 8vo. 
Boston: Wilkins & Carter. 

A Narrative of Missionary Enterprises in the South 
Sea Islands, by John Williams. 1 vol. 8vo. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. 
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